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A South Africa-based com-

pany is using its 35-year track

record of experience to pro-

vide wheel-loader operators

in quarrying environments

across sub-Saharan Africa

with a smart scale designed

for enhanced precision.

LoadTech is the distributor

of the L3180 SmartScale, the

next generation of onboard

weighing with an AI system

that enables operators to load

faster and with more accuracy.

As reported by Modern

Quarrying, LoadTech sales

director Glen Webster

explains that when deter-

mining the weight of mined

aggregate, an effective on-

board weighing system

is crucial.

‘It’s vital for quarrying

operations to know how

productive their machines

are by knowing how much

fuel they use and how much

material they’re moving.’

The L3180’s smart tech-

nology – which enables

loading to take place on

an incline as well as level

ground – is also able to

provide detailed reports

that include totals per pro-

duct and machine. With

weighing intelligence and

robust sensors, the scale

adjusts to rough terrain,

technique and movement.

In South Africa, a truck manu-

facturer is preparing to release

its first extra-heavy battery

electric units to the market.

As reported by Engineering

News, Volvo Trucks South

Africa is bringing the Swedish

manufacturer’s complete

extra-heavy electric truck

range to the country, and the

first of the vehicles are set to

be presented to KDG Logistics

within the coming months.

Eric Parry, sustainable

solutions manager at Volvo

Trucks, explains that ‘battery

electric trucks are [generally]

used in regional distribution,

operating in and around cities,

running from distribution cen-

tres to stores, and so forth’.

Parry recently drove a Volvo

FM 4×2 truck-tractor from the

manufacturer’s dealer in Dur-

ban to its facilities in Johan-

nesburg – a 600 km journey

– with just one stop to charge

the vehicle.

‘We aimed to prove that an

extra-heavy electric truck like

this can drive long distances,’

he says. ‘Even though we

didn’t carry any payload,

it still gave us a good indica-

tion of just what this truck is

capable of.’

A plastics recycling producer

responsibility organisation has

joined forces with the South

African Military Health Services

(SAMHS) to establish a recy-

cling programme.

Spearheaded by Petco

South Africa, the recycling

initiative is a separation-at-

source project at the SAMHS

training centre, on the out-

skirts of Lephalale in the

province of Limpopo. This

development follows recy-

cling workshops held at the

base by Petco.

‘Petco believes in streng-

thening and developing

relationships with both the

public and private sectors

regarding visible and ongoing

recycling projects,’ says Petco

CEO Cheri Scholtz.

‘Recycling is not a one-man

show. Industry cannot do it

alone, and the government

cannot do it alone. We need

each other.’

According to media reports,

recycling bins and cages have

been placed at the base’s

kitchen and accommodation

blocks. Once filled, they are

taken to a converted 6m ship-

ping container, sponsored

by Petco.

In Morocco, the world’s largest

phosphate-based fertiliser

producer has announced

a partnership to build four

solar plants.

Through a EUR100 million

green loan from the IFC, the

OCP Group will build the

plants to power its operations

in the mining towns of Ben

Guerir and Khouribga, home

to Morocco’s largest phos-

phate reserves.

According to OCP, the

plants will have a combined

capacity of 202 MWp and will

supply clean energy directly

to OCP’s operations. The pro-

ject forms part of the group’s

US$13 billion Green Investment

programme, which aims to

increase green fertiliser pro-

duction and transition its ope-

rations to clean energy by

2030. Replacing the group’s

electricity consumption with

green energy will avoid about

285 000 tons of CO2 equiva-

lent annually.

‘Investing in reliable

and competitive renewable

energy is a key pillar of OCP’s

investment plan towards our

ambitious targets for sustain-

able green fertilisers,’ says

Mostafa Terrab, OCP Group

chair and CEO.

‘This groundbreaking

agreement underlines our

commitment to the global

agricultural transition.’
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Molise Ramaili, interim CEO of the Lesotho National
Development Corporation, on its mandate to drive

investment into high-value priority sectors

B Y K E R R Y D I M M E R

Lesotho, known as the Mountain

Kingdom, may be one of the smallest

countries in Africa, yet it has one of the most

positive economic outlooks. Growth, for

example, is estimated at 1.8% for 2022/23,

rising to 2.3% in 2023/24.

According to Molise Ramaili, interim CEO

of the Lesotho National Development Cor-

poration (LNDC), this accelerated growth is

largely due to a strong focus on sectors such

as manufacturing, particularly that of the

automotive industry, agriculture, tourism,

electronics, food and beverages, creative

arts, tech and innovation (inclusive of energy),

and cement. ‘These are sectors that have

been identified as priorities if the LNDC is

to fulfil – and go beyond – its government

mandate, which in part says it must “initiate,

promote and facilitate the development of

manufacturing and processing industries,

mining and commerce in a manner calculated

to raise the level of income and employment

in the country”.’

The LNDC is, however, not simply just

tasked with raising employment, but also

with driving the country’s National Strategic

Development Plan II. To do so, it requires an

aggressive investment campaign that would

not be possible to market if it wasn’t able to

ensure the delivery of excellent and speedy

services to its clientele.

‘I believe we have been relatively success-

ful to date, although to achieve all the varied

objectives – such as investment promotion

and facilitation, aftercare services, access

to finance and investment incentives – we

must continue to diversify and deepen our

regional and international manufacturing

efforts to reach the pinnacle of our success.

This requires us to intensify our efforts in

sourcing high-value investments from within

and externally.’

It may appear to be an unenviable task,

but for the LNDC, as Ramaili explains, it’s

really about highlighting the region’s

strengths, which are many and varied.

‘For example, in the mining sector we

produce some of the highest dollar-per-

carat diamonds in the world. This has always

been an attractive opportunity for new

market investment entrants,’ he says. ‘We

are also very strong in the textile, apparel

and footwear sector, where Lesotho is rated

among the top four producers in Africa,

notably garment production for companies

like Levis Strauss, Gap and the Children’s

Place. This is also the sector that employs

the highest number of Basotho citizens.’

The Made in Lesotho initiative attached

to the clothing and footwear industry has

been attracting foreign investment, largely

because the country is regarded highly for its

fair and ethical labour standards, regulation

and highly literate human capital. It’s there-

fore no surprise that current investor enquiries

in this sector centre on the production of

denim garments, which have a high potential

for export and trade.

Ramaili is also excited that investor interest

is growing rapidly in its automotive industry,

which currently supplies high volumes of

labour-intensive automotive components

to South Africa’s auto sector.

‘Our competitive advantage here – and,

in fact, across all our manufacturing facilities –

is that we offer very competitive wages, lower

fuel costs and overall lower production costs

in the region,’ he says.

It’s a similar situation across Lesotho’s

electric appliance and electrical components

production, where the country is feeding

China, the EU and UAE’s collective demand

for switches, relays, fuses, surge suppressors,

plugs, sockets and lamp holders, among

other items. ‘There are high returns here for

‘There are high
returns here for
investors if they
want to add to
this rapidly
growing
industry’
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It will hardly come as a surprise that

there is a strong link between water

infrastructure, poverty reduction and econo-

mic development. Yet provision of this fun-

damental resource has been slow in Africa,

where more than 100 million people still rely

on surface water to survive; about 300 million

Africans do not have access to clean drinking

water; and around 700 million live without

access to good sanitation, according to the

Infrastructure Consortium for Africa. Sub-

Saharan Africa loses 5% of its GDP annually

because of a lack of water, contaminated

water or poor sanitation; each year, 40 billion

hours of otherwise productive time is spent

just collecting water.

Rainfed agriculture is the dominant form

of farming, yet erratic rainfall patterns and

frequent droughts often lead to crop failures

and food shortages. The provision of water

infrastructure such as irrigation systems, dams

and reservoirs can help mitigate the effects of

climate change and ensure the sustainable

production of food. Similarly, manufacturing,

mining and tourism require large quantities

of water for production and operations.

While some growth occurred between

2000 and 2015 after concerted prioritisation,

according to a 2022 study on water infra-

structure performance in sub-Saharan Africa

– with an annual rate of change of 57.6% of the

total population with access to basic drinking
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T A P
S T A N C E
Investing in infrastructure is
key to ensuring water security
for everyone on the continent

B Y R O B Y N M A C L A R T Y
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Nigeria is backing local

start-ups in the tech and

creative spaces through

a US$672 million fund.

As reported by News24,

the government is releasing

US$45 million, with another

US$271 million pledged by

the private sector. In addi-

tion, the AfDB will contri-

bute US$170 million, Agence

Française de Développement

will give US$116 million, and

US$70 million will come from

the Islamic Development Bank.

Called the Investment in

Digital and Creative Enterprises

programme, the initiative tar-

gets young entrepreneurs

– aged 15 to 35 – who are

involved in early-stage creative,

innovative and technology-

enabled ventures and are

struggling to raise capital.

‘[It] is a government initi-

ative to promote innovation

and entrepreneurship in the

digital tech and creative indus-

tries and especially targeted

at job creation,’ says Nigerian

Vice-President Yemi Osinbajo.

MOBILITY

Around 140 000 electric motor-

cycles are to take to the streets

of Uganda over the next five

years to replace the thousands

of petrol-guzzling boda bodas

clogging the country’s roads.

An estimated 200 000 of the

polluting combustion-engined

motorcycle taxis are registered

in Kampala, the capital, alone.

A deal between the govern-

ment and bike and battery

provider Spiro will see the

ebikes being distributed for

free to boda boda operators,

reports Techcabal.

Spiro, which imports

the electric motorbikes from

China, will capitalise on the

project through battery-

charging and -swapping.

The project envisages

setting up 3 000 charge-or-

swap stations across Uganda,

as well as an electric motor

assembly plant in Kampala.

The latter is expected to

generate 9 000 jobs.

Spiro CEO Shegun Adjadi

Bakari says the company de-

ployed 4 500 of the motorbikes

to Rwanda, Benin and Togo in

2022. The programme is sup-

ported by the African Fund for

Transformation and Industrial-

isation, which has invested

more than US$50 million.

Egypt is to increase the supply

of potable water from desali-

nation through a new public-

private partnership (PPP).

ESI Africa reports that the

International Finance Corpor-

ation (IFC) and the European

Bank for Reconstruction and

Development Bank will advise

the Sovereign Fund of Egypt

(TSFE) on how to structure the

development of the plants

under the PPP model.

‘The private sector will

be competitively chosen to

design, finance, build, operate

and maintain the desalination

plants,’ according to the IFC.

The plants will pump saline

water from the Mediterranean

and deliver potable water to

Egyptian domestic and com-

mercial customers through the

existing water-reticulation net-

work. The project is part of

Egypt’s goal of increasing its

supply of desalinated water by

8.8 million m3 a day by 2050.

‘Through this programme,

we are delivering on Egypt’s

2030 vision, which aims to

diversify the country’s water

resources in a sustainable

manner to achieve water

security,’ says Karim Badr,

CEO of the TSFE infrastruc-

ture and utilities sub fund.

The country currently has

82 desalination plants with

a combined capacity of

917 000 m3 per day.

Construction is under way on

a 84 MW wind-power project

in the Eastern Cape, South

Africa. Located about two

hours from Gqeberha, the

Wolf wind plant is scheduled

to start supplying electricity

to the national grid at the

beginning of 2024, reports

Business Tech. It reached

financial close at the end

of March 2023.

Designed by Juwi Renew-

able Energies, the Wolf wind

project will produce 360 GWh

of electricity a year, offsetting

an estimated 374 400 tons

of CO2 a year, according to

Red Rocket, which successfully

tendered the project in Round 5

of South Africa’s Renewable

Energy Independent Power

Producer Procurement pro-

gramme. Comprising 21 wind

turbines on 135m towers, the

expected cost of the project

is US$153 million.

According to Matteo

Brambilla, Red Rocket CEO,

‘the project will bring over

ZAR200 million community

investment over 20 years

through local social projects’.

It’s easy to see the attraction of

hydrogen fuel. It produces three

times more energy per unit than fossil fuels,

and can rapidly decarbonise heavy industry

and transportation, while also delivering

electricity to some of the world’s hardest-

to-electrify places.

Hydrogen fuel is produced by using

electrolysers to split water (H2O) into

hydrogen (H) and oxygen (O). And while

nearly all the world’s hydrogen is currently

‘grey’ (produced using energy derived from

hydrocarbons), if you use renewable energy

to power the process, that grey hydrogen

becomes green hydrogen … and that’s

the real prize. Green hydrogen is clean,

sustainable and renewable, and it costs

less than natural gas. And its only byproduct

is water.

And that’s why – from Chile to China

and from Europe to Australia – governments

are investing heavily in ‘hydrogen valleys’

– areas that draw on renewable resources

such as wind, solar, hydro and geothermal

energy to produce green hydrogen at scale.

The International Renewable Energy Agency

calls green hydrogen ‘an essential component

of a net zero energy system’, estimating that

it will account for up to 12% of global energy

use by 2050.

South Africa and Namibia are primed

to join that green hydrogen revolution. As

Natascha Viljoen, outgoing CEO of Anglo

American Platinum, highlighted in a 2022
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‘What we
are launching
here today is
not merely an
impressive piece
of machinery; it
is the genesis of an
entire ecosystem,
powered by
hydrogen’

The continent is primed to join the
green hydrogen revolution

B Y M A R K V A N D I J K

P O W E R
H O U S E

S T E P P I N G
O N T H E G A S
Mozambique’s ocean economy could finally be

realising its potential as a valuable source of revenue

B Y P A T R I C K F A R R E L L

In November 2022 Mozambique took

the initial steps in helping Western

Europe alleviate a serious energy crisis. That

month saw the first shipment of LNG by oil

supermajor BP from the Coral Sul floating

LNG (FLNG) vessel off the north coast of the

country. Anchored in the Rovuma basin – the

site of the huge offshore gasfields discovered

more than a decade ago – the Coral Sul is

linked to six subsea gas-producing wells.

The Coral Sul has the capacity to produce

up to of 3.4 million tons of LNG a year (mtpa),

according to BP, which has the rights to the

vessel’s output, equal to about one-third of

the UK’s LNG imports in 2021.

Carol Howle, executive VP of trading

and shipping at BP, notes that ‘the start of

production from the Coral Sul FLNG facility

represents a major milestone for Mozambique.

[…] As the world seeks secure, affordable and

lower-carbon energy, global demand for LNG

is expected to continue to grow’.

The world’s energy markets were thrown

into turmoil following the Russian invasion of
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Nam cursus
libero.
Vestibulum velit
orci, bibendum
eget, molestie
eu, sagittis non,
leo. Nullam sed
enim. Duis ac
lorem. Lorem

Donec sit amet neque. Donec posuere
tempus massa. Duis vulputate mauris
sit amet purus. Duis vestibulum. Fusce
ac erat. Curabitur sagittis. Pellentesque
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S P A R K
O F H O P E

South Africa has a clearly defined
strategy for reaching its target for net

zero through a just transition
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